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— Commander's Christmas Greeting

All of us hold the greatest gift anyone could receive
and that is the gift of being witness to the joy and
beauty of Christmas. | have been honored to serve
many organizations in my life but none has given
me more satisfaction and such a profound sense of
fulfillment as has my association with Kemper.

| recall the happiness as a young cadet when
Christmas vacation drew near and our departure
from Boonwville for the holiday was upon us. | was
glad to leave campus and return to my beloved
home in Oklahoma. Sharing time with family
members was made more special because of the
brief time we, as cadets, were home.

it wasn't until later in life that | realized this
appreciation was also a subtle part of my Kemper
education. Perhaps we take our families for granted
from time to time given the routine of each day.
Kemper taught me that family is always important
and | owe this lesson to the school of my youth.

So it is that each of us finds lessons anew from our
experiences at Kemper. Whether we are young or
old we are continuously blessed with leaming and
the revelations of truth from our days at Kemper.
Each of us can gain from the value of simple things
we learned there. Take care of yourself, look after
those you are charged with caring for, never lie
cheat or steal, and do not tolerate those who do.

Echo Company has grown, become strong, and is
the voice of our values, tradition and heritage. The
discipline which forged our character has never
faded, it has been tempered with love and laughter.
Just the same, all of us are touched in one way or
another by the experience of our time at Kemper.

| am young at heart but unable to participate fully as
| once did, | must now content myself to limit my
schedule and only help plan our Echo Company
activities. | know there’s a lot of us in the same boat.
Don't feel bad! Enjoy your association with Echo
Company and your memories of a great school,

www.echocompany.org

My gift to you this Christmas
holiday, is a viable, healthy
organization dedicated to serving
the interests of our cherished
school. May you enjoy Echo
Company for many years to come
and may you find the peace and
happiness of a wonderful Christmas
filled with the blessings of family,
home, and love. Merry Christmas
and may God bless you and your
family!!
ECHO CONFERENCE HAS
CARRIBEAN FLARE

Captain Jack Mackey
spends a few minutes relaxing in
warm sunlit waters.

ABOVE:

The 2006 Echo Company
leadership conference was held
recently with the Board of Directors
meeting to discuss personnel and
future strategy for Echo Company.

BELOW: Echo Secretary John
Downs is given a playful hug by
Vice President James Kelley after
shore fishing for shark at the beach.

Downs told the ECHO Kelley was
so ugly he scared the fish away!

The Echo Company Board covered
a variety of topics including the
establishment of a permanent
headquarters, new ID cards, a
historical marker for Kemper, and
the addition of a new Board
member.
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Ya Mon!! Merry Christmas from
the Echo Board of Directors!!
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NW KEMPER CLUB PLANS LUNCHEON
The NW Kemper Club has announced plans for a
February luncheon to be held at the Road House in
Springfield, Oregon at 1:00pm on the 10" of February
2007. Wives are welcome and a good crowd of
participants is expected. Reservations are not required

CHRISTMAS CANDY
By V. Holdreth
Echo Company asked me for a story about Kemper
when | was a cadet there. They wanted to know what
it was like at Christmas. We had a good time in those
days. We only went home once a year and that was
for the Christmas holiday. As Christmas drew nearer,
we were pretty excited about leaving.

This one Old Boy, Goldstein or Goldberg, he was
Jewish and he was just as excited about Christmas as
the rest of us. He sang Silent Night and never missed
a beat, it didn't matter to him!

My mom sent me a box of candy, it was hard candy
and | shared it with everyone, | don't think there was
one cadet at Kemper who couldn't tell you exactly how
many days there were left before vacation. The whole
atmosphere of the place was lifted up and everyone
was upbeat with anticipation.

One day it snowed, in those days it used to snow pretty
good, and after classes one of the guys got the bright
idea to go sledding down a hill over by the parade field.
He grabbed his desk writer (blotter) and sort of "hit the
slopes”. Pretty soon there was about twenty or thirty
cadets sliding down that
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It didn't take long for
those Old Boys to break
up that party! We caught
Holy Hell! | can still
remember how we
missed third mess
(evening meal} because
o we were getting yelled
at by those Old Boys. They were all upset because we
ruined those writers which our folks had to pay for

anyway.

The next day | was on my way back to my room and |
looked over at the parade field and there all those Old
Boys were sliding down that dam hill! Those dirty dogs
were just mad that a bunch of new cadets were having
fun the day before.

Remember | told you my mom sent me some candy?
Well, | made up a batch of that candy and did some
pretty disgusting things to it only a teenage boy would
do. Every time one of them Old Boys asked me for a
piece of candy I'd give him one of the “special ones”.

It was fun, but to this day when | see hard candy at
Christmas | can't help but think of those days.

DONATE A BRICK
Echo Company encourages our members to take
advantage of local fund raising opportunities and
purchase a brick for your favorite charity. Name the
brick for Echo Company, send us a photo, and we will
publish the photos in a future edition of the ECHO.


















