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ECHO COMPANY
LEADS DEDICATION

Demonstrating a penchant for
style as well as comfort, Echo
Company leadership arrived with
class for the dedication of the FT
Kemper bust. The dedication, at
the Morgan Street Park in
Boonville, Missouri was a fribute
to the founder of the school
bearing his name.

Dr. Ed Ridgley, the schools last
President and a distinguished
graduate of Kemper spoke briefly
at the dedication. Here are
excerpts of his address:

ADDRESS OF DR. EDWARD
RIDGLEY
Dedication of the FT Kemper
Bust
24 June 2006

“Ladies and Gentleman,
dignitaries, and fellow members
of Echo Company.........

Thank you for allowing me fo
address you today, it is indeed
my pleasure to be here
representing several aspects of
Kemper's proud past: first, as a
son of the institution, Second, as
its last President, Thirdly, as a
member of Echo Company!

Today we pay tribute to a man
who played a significant part in
the history of Boonville. It is fitting
that such recognition is made
here in Boonville because, to a
larger extent, it was this
community who inspired and
encouraged the spirit  of
Professor Kemper.

It was here that Frederick
Kemper found his wife, and
began a school which outlived
him for over a century. This
honor today is as much a salute
to this city as to the man F. T.
Kemper.

Professor Kemper had a vision
for a frontier community and a
message for you gathered here
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today. His vision was simple and
honest. Build a school where we
can teach and educate our
youngsters so that they will build
a better tomorrow. His styles of
teaching and classroom
discovery were so innovative and
ahead of the time that today we
take for granted the idea that a
teacher is a coach to learning not
a disciplinarian.

His idea that when young people
discover truth for themselves and
from each..... other lives today in
almost every organization for
young people.

If Professor Kemper were today,
enjoying Heritage Days and
seeing all of you | am sure that
he would be humbled at the
progress of the city. Your hard
work, your determination, your
sacrifice, struggles and love of
your community are the same
ideals he admired when he
arrived here over one hundred
sixty years ago and they are
evident everywhere today.

No one here today met F. T.
Kemper. We only know of this
man through the works and
legacy he left all of us. Still, |
believe, look inside ourselves.
We are patriots, family oriented,
filled with pride in our community
no matter where we live. When
we need answers we challenge
authority for them.

| thank you for this opportunity to
speak and allowing Echo
Company to participate in your
festivities. May God Bless this
town and may God bless

America!l”

ECHO STAFF PAYS
JONES FORMAL CALL

On Saturday April 30" members of
Echo  Company  visited the
Commander's residence of Denver
Jones in Fort Smith, Arkansas.
There, surrounded by staff and
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onlookers, Jones was formally
promoted to the rank of lieutenant
colonel and presented a framed
citation.

Bruning, Jones, and Ridgley share a laugh

after ceremony.

The promotion order was read as Echo's staff
stood formation and Dr. Ed Ridgley pinned the
“double diamonds” on Denver's shirt.

A reception afterwards ended with a special treat
of Cajun fried steak.

ECHO DINNER INCLUDES HONORS
A dinner for Echo Company members at the Iron
Horse Restaurant in Blackwater gave rise to the
opportunity for an awards presentation.
Promoted to their new rank of Captain during the
ceremony was Don Bruning, Jack Mackey, and
James Kelley.

Also, Lieutenant Charles Malone was awarded
the US Army Victory Medal Europe which
recognizes US service member participation
during WWII. Malone also received the “Order of
Kemper” a formal award recognizing his years of
dedicated loyal service to the schoal.

Nearly twenty other Echo Company members
attended the dinner and ceremony at the Iron
Horse. It seemed to be a logical and fitting way to
conclude a weekend of remembering Kemper
Military School and several members enjoyed
having their picture taken with family and friends
at the historic hotel.
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Hamming It Up In Style
Several Echo Staff members pose for photos prior
to Heritage Day Parade in Boonville. Above left is
Dr. Ridgley with a tired contingent of parade
revelers. L to R Downs, Dr. & Mrs. Ed Ridgely,
Dick Bruning, Carol Hyatt and Don Bruning.
Above right Martha Ridgely and Don Bruning take
a rest from throwing Mardi Gras beads and
souvenir tokens to parade spectators.

* MORE DEDICATION PHOTOS IN THE NEXT
ISSUE OF THE ECHO







