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WHERE WE GO FROM HERE
A special look inside Echo Company
by L Deschane

When Echo Company was originally founded it was
intended to serve as a means for preserving the
history of Kemper Military School. Many of the
school's artifacts and pieces of history were
purchased at auction in hope of providing an
historical resource for future generations.

Today, that humble beginning has been eclipsed by
the outreach and public information programs of
Echo Company. For this article | interviewed Echo
Company Vice President Captain Don Bruning who
gave me his insight into Echo Company.

ECHO: Whois Echo Company?

DON: Echo Company is a group of Old Boys,
faculty, staff, and others who respect the values,
heritage and traditions of Kemper Military School,
We see a profound need for a realistic approach to
projecting the image of the school and how it will be
remembered . We are the living history that carries
on those traditions.

ECHO: Isn't this group getting smaller since the
school doesn’t graduate cadets any longer?

DON: Quite the contraryl Echo Company has had
phenomenal growth in the past two years and
continues to surpass even our most optimistic
expectations.

ECHO: Does Echo Company have a specific
agenda?

DON: Yes. \We are organized like any business
and exist to serve our members. Echo Company
engages in a wide venue of services designed to
help inform our members. We have nominated
individuals for congressional appointments, assisted
in securing employment for members, assist with
government programs, and we continue to grow a
substantial collection of Kemper memorabilia.
ECHO: What's next?
DON: Echo Company
is looking at the
purchase of commercial
property and has
engaged a  private
contractor for the design
and subsequent
installation of an
historical marker out in
front of Kemper. Echo
Company has sought
the services of a
professional public
relations firm which has
offered some suggestions and we are working on
implementing some of those suggestions right now.
Our biggest project...I'm not free to talk about just
yet but it will be our halimark!

ECHO: What does the future look like?

DON: Echo Company is well positioned for action,
forward looking, and optimistic, that is our strength.
We also embrace the sons of other military schools
which have closed. The outreach programs of Echo
Company have grown with incredible energy!
ECHO: How is Echo Company funded? Where do
you get the money to operate?

DON: While | am not at liberty to divuige a
complete donor list. Let me state that Echo
Company has the most generous members of any
organization | have ever been involved with. That
doesn’t mean we have one or two folks that give us

www.echocompany.org

$25,000 it means we have
literally a hundred donors who

" have made contributions and we

are very gratefull

ECHO: How does the
Headquarters function?

DON: The Officers of Echo
Company check in with the staff
about every week or so. We are
kept informed and receive
information on a daily basis as
needed. We have regular
telephone conferences and meet
about once per quarter. If
something comes up which
requires our immediate attention
we are in contact almost
instantly.

ECHO: Recently the Board of
Directors for Echo Company
passed a resolution endorsing a
scholarship from Missouri Military
Academy, can you tell us about
that?

DON: Sure! We were humbled
and deeply moved when the
MMA Alumni Association
established a $5,000 scholarship
specifically named for the sons
and grandsons of Kemper Old
Boys. That action speaks for
itself and is great tribute from
MMA to Kemper. No other
school has done anything like this
and it has endeared us to both
the school and its administration
ECHO: Thank you Don. |s there
anything else you would like to
add?

DON: | would like our readers to
know that Echo Company is hard
working, forward looking, with
dedicated members who have a
fierce determipation. | want to
assure them Echo Company
carries the best interests of our
school and will do everything in
our power to project a positive
lasting image of Kemper for
historians who look back at
Kemper.

ECHO: Thanks Don.

DON: Thank youl

KEMPER’S ANSWER TO

JOHN PHILIP SUSA
By William A Brast

December 7", 1941 saw the
beginning of WWIlI when the
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor,
On that Sunday moming A young
firefighter named Abraham
Ignacio had intended to attend
church services but was quickly
called to duty.

Chief Warrant Officer Abraham
Ignacio fought in three wars,
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Photo above shows attack on USS Arizona at
Pearl Harbor on December 7. Ignacio provided
lifesaving firefighter services during the attack.

earned rows of decorations, and rose through the
ranks to become one of the most widely known and
respected officers in the United States Army.

When General Blakefield (Kemper's 12" President)
specifically requested “IGGY” to join him at Kemper
the die was cast. lggy had served with Blakefield on
assignment in Germany and, of all the officers and
men he had ever known, only CWO Ignacic had the
character and ability needed to shape the moral fiber
of the young men and women at Kemper

For nearly twenty
years CWO
ignacio took
youngsters  with
little or no musical
talent and formed
them into viable
musical  groups
that impressed
parents, Oid Boys
and everyone
who witnessed a
parade or formation. His skill at recognizing raw
talent exceeded only his extensive experience and
knowledge of young people. His ability to relate to
the fears and concerns of young cadets earned him
the fatherly title of mentor, coach and foster parent
to nearly 2,000 cadets.

One member of the Kemper Drum & Bugle Corps
was asked, “How did so much music come from so
few of you? Did you have to play from the pit of vour
stomach or from your diaphragm?”

The cadet answered, “Chief Ignacio taught us fo
play from the heartl West Point may have had John
Philip Susa but we have Chief Ignacio!”

So it is that Kemper's greatest bandmaster and her
answer to John Philip Susa has earned his place in
history. At a dinner recently he was officially
inducted into Echo Company, promoted to 2™
lieutenant and recognized for hiz service.

lggy’s bands made great music right to the end.



















